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The Separated Children in Europe Programme is a joint initiative of some members of the 
International Save the Children Alliance in Europe and the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees. The programme is based on the complementary mandates and areas of expertise of the two 
organisations. 
 
UNHCR's responsibility is to ensure protection of refugee children and those seeking asylum. The 
International Save the Children Alliance is concerned to see the full realisation of the rights of all 
children. 
 
Separated children are children under 18 years of age who are outside their country of origin and 
separated from both parents or their previous legal/customary primary caregiver. The programme aims 
to realise the rights and best interests of separated children who have come to or across Europe by 
establishing a shared policy and commitment to best practice at national and European levels. As part 
of this process the programme is developing partnerships with organisations working with separated 
children in European countries and working with European institutions. 
 
This Statement of Good Practice sets out the policy and practice basis for the programme’s work. 
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Funding for the programme has been provided by: 
Save the Children, Norway 
Save the Children, Sweden 
Save the Children, Denmark 
Save the Children, UK 
Save the Children, Italy 
European Refugee Fund, European Commission 
UNHCR 
 
 
The picture on the front cover is reproduced from a calendar published by the Association for 
Preventative and Voluntary Work, Ljubljana, Slovenia and is reproduced by permission of the former 
President of the Association, Goran Flaker. The original was a painting by a refugee child from Bosnia, 
Osman Islamovic. He called the picture – Peace and War. 
 
 
Copies of this statement in English may be obtained from: 
 
Save the Children, Rosenørns Allé 12, DK-1634 Copenhagen V, Denmark 
Tel: +45 35 36 55 55, Fax: +45 35 39 11 19, E-mail: rb@redbarnet.dk 
 
UNHCR, Policy Unit, Bureau for Europe, 94 Rue Montbrilland, CH-1202 Geneva, Switzerland 
Contact: Kirsti Floor, Tel: +41 22 739 83 80, Fax: +41 22 739 73 31/739 73 32,  
E-mail: FLOOR@unhcr.ch 
 
 
The Statement of Good Practice can also be downloaded as a PDF file from  
www.separated-children-europe-programme.org 


